[The role of superselective transcatheter arterial embolisation in management of complications after kidney surgery].
Transcatheter arterial embolisation (TAE) is replacing open procedures in terms of vascular malformations or traumatic haemorrhage. Furthermore, the role of TAE is established in post-surgery bleeding complications. We report on a number of patients with severe haemorrhage after kidney surgery and successful management by TAE. Gross renal haemorrhage was observed after pyelocalicolithotomy and open kidney-sparing surgery. One patient developed a large arteriovenous fistula after kidney transplantation preceded by open biopsy. Technique of TAE: In all cases the bleeding vessel was located by transfemoral arteriography. Embolisation was performed by dropping platinum coils or gelfoam pellets. TAE stopped the haemorrhage in all patients and occluded the arteriovenous fistula in the renal allograft. No complications were observed. TAE can be considered as the treatment of choice for a widespread range of complications after kidney surgery. It should always be taken into consideration before open surgical revision.